
Guerrilla Warfare 

By 


CAPTAIN NELSON J. ANDERSON, Chemical Warfare Service 


In the latter part of Octoher 1941, just after the Ger­
mans occupied Mozhaisk about sixty miles west of Moscow, 
a Russian peasant, Mikhail Balin, his wife, Irene, and their 
sons, Peter and Anatoly, held friendly family council and de­
cided to become guerrillas. According to press reports in a 
few weeks the four had killed five German officers and seVen­
ty-four soldiers, destroyed an enemy tank. twenty-one trucks' 
and eleven ammunition carts and captured 1,200 grenades. 
This is mer~IY one of numel'ous activities indicative of the 
importance of guerrilla warfare at the present time. Be­
cause of the relative significance of guerrilla activities, 
their consideration in connection with other studies of 
military functions seems important. 

The Spanish word "guerrilla" translated literally means 
"little war." Guerrilla warfare is soroletimes called "par­
tisan warfare" or "irregular warfare." In general, the 
words "guerrilla warfare" are used to designate any military 
activity carried on hy a comparatively small independent 
force or unit and irregularly conducted, with or without 
military organization, in connection with a regular war. 

Guerrilla warfare was a part of major and minor wars 
conducted in ancient times and is reported in connection with 
most historical accounts of the wars of the past and the 
present. 

In ancient Palestine, for example, a Midianite army was 
successfully operating and making progress, until a Jewish 
leader, Gideon, selected 300 men with whom he made a sur­
prise attack at midnight on the enemy camp. To wepare 
for this attack, Gideon gave each man a trumpet and pitch­
er containing a burning torch. After he had stealthily 
placed his men around the camp, he gave a prearranged 
signal when all blew their trumpets to arouse the sleeping 
enemy and then simultaneously broke their pitchers to pro­
duce a great din and flare (ancient pyrotechnicR). The ef­
fect of these tricks was to "tartle and frighten the Midla­
nites who fled in confusion until they crossed the border into 
their homeland . 

.An illustration of the effect of the guerrilla warfare of 
modern history can be cited from European chronicles. On 
account of the ac\ivities of the Spanish Irregulars, the 
French officers had no rest in 1813; indeed they were only 
relieved from the crushing pressure of Wellington's opera­
tions to struggle in the meshes of the guerrilla and insurrec­
tional warfare. In Biscay, the communication in the field was 
so intercepted that confusion often resulted; contributions 
could not be collected; magazines could not be filled; fort ­
resses were endangered; the armies had no base of opera­
tions; the troops, sorely pressed for provisions, were dis­
seminated and everywhere occupied. The harassing effect 
of the g.uerrillas contributed greatly to the ultimate defeat 
of the French. 

American history reveals various examples of guerrilla 
warfare. One insurmountable obstacle in the path of Corn­
wallis was, attested by the historian John !lyde Preston who 
describes the well known activities of the Swamp Fox. In 
part, he writes as follows: "But more terrifying than the 
approach of Greene was the presence of a young man whom 

Cornwallis had never laid eyes upon hut who was always 
lurking near him in the woods and swamps with a band of 
terrible horsemen. The Earl would send out a scouting party 
and the scouting party would not come back, and another 
would go in search of them and find their bodies, stripped of 
clothes and weapons, lying in the thicket. It was the work 
of the Swamp Fox! But there was never a sign of that, 
swift enemy-never a sign except a little troupe of mounted 
men, suddenly appearing on a distant hill, standing tlnd 
watching and then riding off again. 

"Marion's hand seldom numbered over a hundred men, 
some black, some white, all crouched over sleek horses. They 
would come without warning, like a suddenly waking wind, 
attack with awful ferocity, and then be gone as silently as 
they had come. They melted the loyalists' pewter plate to 
make their bullets, forged their swords from old saws and 
scythes, and stole the steeds they rode upon. When Marion 
ambushed the Prince of Wales' crack regiment, his men had 
but ten bullets apiece; yet they broke the ~nemy, captured 
their arms, and drove them back into the swamps." 

Later in American histOl'y in the Civil War, numerous 
examples of guerrilla warfare are recorded. As an illus­
tration of one important partisan war, we quote from a 
lecture on "Strategy" given by Colonel Arthur L. Wagner: 

"Yet, though the Army of the Cumberland had all the 
prestige of victory, though it was well organized, well 
trained, well equipped, and in excellent morale, we find it 
remaining stationary for six months. What was the cause 
of this? Rosecrans was not lacking in energy or enterprise; 
the President was impatient, popular sentiment demanded 
an advance. It was simply hecause the ceaseless activity 
of -Morgan and Forrest, whQ....destroyed railroads, burned 
bridges, blew up tunnels, and' captured convoys, rendered 
Rosecrans' communications so insecure that it was not un­
til sufficient reinforcements, principally cavalry and mount­
ed infantry, could be provided to guard the routes of supply 
that the Union Army was relieved from its paralysis and 
enabled to resume the offensive." 

Guerrilla warfare has grown increasingly more im­
pOl·tant until at the present time it is indispensable in the 
conduct of the war in China and is probably indispensahle 
in Russia also. 

'Guerrilla warfare, operating in conjunction with regu­
lar warfare, has enabled the poorly equipped, partly trained 
Chinese to hold the well equipped, highly trained Japanese 
in check for ahout five years so that the invaders have not 
reached their goal in China. The invaders announced that 
they expected the Chinese population in the invaded 
sections of China to support their new masters. Actually, 
however, they have allowed the Japanese to occupy only ter­
ritory within rifle range of military garrisons and guarded 
supply routes or lines of communications. 

The Japanese military regime divided occupied China 
into 1033 districts, each governed by a Japanese officer or 
some one presumably sympathetic with the Nipponese d~ 
signs. Actually, however, it has been reported that the 
Japanese completely control only 97 of these districts; they 
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partly 'control 193; and the Chinese completely contr",1 743. 
In the occupied regions of China, the Chinese men and, 

women who are'members of guerrilla bands usually engage 
in their vocations by day and operate against the Japanese 
at night, aestroyiilgsupplies, killing isolated small units of 
Japanese and disrupting supply lines and lines of communi­
cations. 

Guerrilla warfare in all of China is highly developed 
and fairly well organized under the leadership of Mao Tzu 

. Tung and Chu Teh. Among the basic principles of organi­
zation for guerrilla warfrre in China are the following: 

In the first place, there is the national spirit of China. 
The Chinese are willing to sacrifice themselves in their op­
position to Japanese domination. The people can no longer 
endure any more from the Japanese imperiiilists, and they 
are engaging in revolutionary efforts to rid themselves of 
the Japanese menace. The Chinese leaders consider guer­
rilla warfare a part of national policy. - . 

As a consequence of areasonably well united China, the 
people have supported guerrilla activities in a cooperative 
manner as one aspect of total war, ebtaining thereby what 
the Chinese term the "quality of mass" (large number of 
w'lrriors). Thus, a large number of small groups of war­
,rtors operate with some cooperation among themselves and 
ao units of a national army contributing to the general pro­
gram of wearing out the enemy. According to the principles 
of their own instruction, the enthusiasm of the Chinese peo­
ple for their cause must not be allowed to wane. 

Guerrilla units in China have political and military 
leadership. This is true regardless of the source or size of 
such units which (1) may organize locally or (2) be formed 
from an admixture of regular troops with groups of the 
p,'ople or (3f may consist of regular army units intact. A 
unit may consist of a squad of a few men, a battalion of a 
few hundred men, or a regiment of several thousand men. 
The guerrilla leaders sought are those who are unyielding 
in their policies, resolute, loyal, sincere and robust.;Among 

, 	 qualifications demanded of leaders are that they be well 
educated in revolutionary technique, self confident, able to 
establish severe discipline, and able to cope with counter­
propaganda. Indeed, these leaders are depended upon to 
be models for the people. As war progresses, it is felt that 
gl'od leaders will gradually overCome faulty discipline, 
strengthening and increasing combat efficiency. 

The Chines~ distinguish the organized guerrilla war· 
fat e ITom the unorganized, which they say cannot contribute 
to ,victory. Th),y class the unorganized as banditry and an· 
archism, a haven for disappointed militarists, vagabonds 

~ 	'and bandits. They admit the existence of corrupt guerrillas 
~~ among the Chinese people, often incltjrling persons who, un· 
1 del' the guise of guerrillas, indulge in unlawful practices. To 
; elimi.nate such illicit activities, the Chinese leaders try to 

! j 	 gi\ e their people suitable education ami training. 
The success already attained by the Chinese is attributed 

.~ . III nart to their ability in guerriHa tacti~s, which are based on 
1 al;rtness, mobility, and the attack. The tactics are adjusted 
,d to the enemy situation, the terrain, the existing lines of 
~ 	communication, the relative strength, the weather and the 
~ 	situation of the people. The general directions issued by the 
",' 	 Chinese leaders for guerrilla activities are to deceive the 
~ enemy! attack weak points, deliver lightning blows, attack, 

withdraw, and seek a lightning decision; to harass the ene­

my when he stops, strike him when he is weary, pursne him 
when he withdraws, harass his outposts, his flanks, his re'ar. 
At his vulnerable spots, he must be attacked, disper.sed, ex­
hausted and annihilated. 	 ; 

In particular, the Chinese objectives for guerrilla war­
fare against Japan are (1) to organize "the military strength 
of the Chinese people, (2) to maintain the partisan warfare 
as an important part of the entire war, (3) to diminish the 
extent of the territory under enemy control, (4) to assist 
the regular army and (5) to attack·the enemy in every quar­
tel': every effort being made without expectation of produc­
ing the decision, but supporting aU major military efforts of 
the regular war. . 

Under Chines~ planning, regular operations and guer­
rilla hostilities are interdependent. Guerrilla operations dur­
ing the anti-Japanese War may temporarily become its para­
mount feature, especially insofar as the enemy's rear is 
concerned. However, if we view the war in its entirety, 
there is no doubt that the regular forces are of primary im­
portance because they are responsible for producing the de­
cision. By its contribution to the entire war effort, guerrilla 
warfare assists the regular forces in producing the favorable 
decision. Orthodox forces may, nnder certain conditions, 
operate asguerrillas, and the laRer may, under certain cir­

-cumstances, develop to the status of the former. However, 
both guerrilla forces and regular forces have their own res­
pective development and their proper combinations. 

Although the two kinds of warfare are conducted most 
effectively in a cooperative manner, the tactics normally 
used in each are different, and according to the Chinese 
fundamental principles the following chief differences exist; 
The basic tactics of orthodox operation are constant activity 
and movement; in guerrilla warfare it is to strike suddenly 
and then retire. The general features of reconnaissance, 
partial deployment, general deployment, and development 
of attack that are usual in mobile regular warfare are not 
common to guerrilla warfare. Unlike the regular warfare, 
guerrilla warfare never involves the transformation "f'a 
moving siluaUon into a positional defensive situation. There 
fs!'ii'giierrilla warfare no such thing as a decisive. battle; 
there Is' n'otlifng-comparable to the fixed passive defense 
that sometimes "features orthodox war. 

Not only Chinese partisan warfare, but also Russian 
partisan warfare is very important, especially in t\le region 
of Russia noW occupied by the Nazi. In August 1941, Mar­
shal Semyon Budyenny appeale<! to his people in gist, about 
as follows: 

With fresh forces our powerful Army each day deals 
heavier blows to the Nazi bands. To help the Red Ariny', a 
mighty people's force has arisen throughout the entire terri ­
tory occupied by the Germans. '\0 you men and women of 
the districts occupied by the Nazi, we speak. Those who are 
able to handle arms-join guerrilla detachments. Create 
new ones. Annihilate German troops, exterminate them like 
mad dogs. Derail trains. Disrupt communications. Blow 
up ammunition dumps. Not a single bushel of grain is to be 
left for the enemy. Mow as much as you need for the near 
future and destroy/the rest. Destroy the plantations of in­
dustrial crops-beet-root, rubber plant, flax, Exert all ef­
forts to fight the enemy arid destroy him. 

Budyenny's appeal has been heeded and we may get a I 43 
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picture of the consequences from the following narrations of 
happenings in German occupied territory. 

Two German tanks fell behind the main Nazi force. 
They were captured by a guerrilla detachment under the 
command of Red Armyman Kivsklk. In cOllnfction with this 
seven motorcyclists were killed. 

A guerrilla force under a commander named Znamensky 
raided a German headquarters, destroyed a tank, captured 
two staff cars and killed four soldiers and four officers. 

Near the town "0," a small Soviet force armed only with 
one automatic rifle and seven ordinary rifles stopped 15 
German ammunition trucks one night by placing spiked 
planks across the road. When tlie guernllas opened fire the 
surprised Nazis fled to the "oods. 

Russian women participate in guerrilla activities.. In 
one case, a Nazi officer was billeted in the hou,e of a 70 year 
old woman collective farmer. Bogdunovu. The old \voman 
was forced to sleep in the hall. One day the sounds of battle 

came from the VIllage street. Rllgdanova reali7.ed that the 

Russians were approachlng. She took an axe. 1l01selessly 
approached the seated officer, and hit him ill the hack of 
the neck. Just then two Nazi soldiers came into the house. 
They snatched the axe from the old woman's hands, dragged 
her to the yard, hurled her on the snow and poured benzine 
over her. They were pI eventeu from 8etting fire to lwr by 
Russian men. One Nazi was killed and the other captured. 

A young girl, Katya, acted as a scout for an important 
detachment and frequentfy took part in lighting. Another, 
JulIa, recently gave InformatIOn which enabled her coml"ade::; 
to repulse a Nazi attack on the village of "N" and capture a 
rich haul of German equipment. Women and children keep 
the guerrilla tighters infOJ'med Of e\'ery aelJOn of the Nazi 
forees. 

In Kharko\', the Germans captured three wounded Rus· 
sian soldiers. They werEt tortured and hanged from tele­
gmph poles in the villaw!' of Kolomaky. Posters affixed to 
the poles threatened shooting for anyone who attempted to 
take the bodies away for burial. To cause greater fear, the 
Nazis stationed guards armed with automatic rifles at the 
poles. Thus it remained for 1\vo day:.-. and t\\70 nights-. On 
the morning of the third day the bodies of the Russians had 
been removed and the German guards were hanging on the 
poles in their places. 

The Russian lIuerI'illa" keep in touch with Red Army 
headquarters by radio and on one occasion reported the 
po~ition of a new German air field for bombprs. Red airforce 
planes promptly bombed the field, destroying 24 Nazi planes 

. and about 3,000 barrels of gasoline. 
The Russml1s in the Ukraine gi\'e important a~~istance 

to the Red ,Army not only by their military activities, but 
also by tbe aid they render to the intelligenee service of the 
SoViet forces. Regular communication E'Xh;tR between most 
guerrIlla units and the Red Army regular tIOOpS. 1.:krain-· 
ian guerrillas have their own neWSpaper. Za Rufiiansku 
Ukmin, whicn' is widely distributed in enemy occupied ter­
ritory.' This newspaper tells df the exploits of the gllelTillas 
and "erves as a means of communi~ation between them. 

As of 12 February 1942, a guerrilla detachment report· • 
edly commanded by Medvedev, had carried,oont about ~O 
raids behind enemy lines during- the last fonr months. 
Among their declared accomplishments against the Naiis 
are: 

(1) Having learned that the German 576th Engineer 
Battalion was to move to a new place, the guerrillas lay in 
ambush. When the enemy column approached, the partisans 
opened fire, destroying two staff cars and several troop 
trucks. They captured the battalion standard, staff, docu­
ments and a large quantity of arms. The Germans suffered 
considerable losses. (2) South of s(atlOn "Z," these guer­
rillas blew up a railway bridge; then, taking advantage of 
traffic congestion, they opened tire with rifles and machine 
guns and showered a troop train with grenades. (3) Soon 
after that, :\lcdvedev's detachment raided a town, killed. 
several policemen including the chief of police, burned down 
a woodworkIng factory turning out material for enemy 
fortifications, and captured a large quantity of arms, 600,­
000 rubles in Soviet money and 3,800 German marks. (4) 
The Soviet guerrillas gathered and turned over to the Red 
Army command information on movements of enemy units 
and the location of centers of resistance. The native in· 
habitants assisted them. A woman collective farmer guided 
guerrilla detachments for miles among German units. risk~ 
ing her life and those of her family. Residents of one 
village hid wounded guerrila, Kashcheyev, and nursed him 
to recovery. (5) The detachment grew tenfold in four 
months. During this time, Medvedev's men captured two 
small towns, blew up three troop trains, killed 2 generals, 
17 other officers and 407 soldiers and noncommissioned offi­
cers. Ten ammunition trucks, nine light bombers and four 
locomotives were destroyed. Three railway bridges and 
sewn large wooden bridges were blown up and telegraph 
communications destroyed in many places. 

RURSian guelTillas are organized by their voluntary ac­
ceptance of regulations which they have prepared in co­
operation with the Red Army leaders. The guerrilla oath 
whieh follows, signifies in brief, the major responsibilities 
01 Soviet partisans: 

"I, a Red guerrilla, swear to my comrades in arms 
that I shall be brave, disciplined and merciless to the 
enemy. To the end of my days I shall remain faithful 
to my country, my party, and my leader Stalin. If I 
bI'eak this sacred oath, may severe puni~hment be 
meted out to me at the hands of guerrillas." ; 

To prepare individuals to fulfill the requirements set 
forth in this oath, the Soviets have planned a training pro­
gram including the following subjects: Map reading, first 
aid, sanitation. patrolling, sniping, use of weapons; how 
to negotiate terrain; street fighting; woodcraftsmafIship; 
and how to develop the important personal qualiV'ies of 
quietness. confidence, alertness, control, and attention to 
detail. Some Russian guerrillas have received such train­
ing; others are receiving it; still others are operating with­
out special traiping. 

However, experience has taught that efficieney in the 
use of guerrilla tactics can be immeasurably enhanced if 
the individual and the group are trained and organized in 
advance pf enemy penetration and around adequate bases, 
which 'are created to maintain protracted struggle behind 
enemy lines. By bases here IS meant (1) human centers 
of resistance, (2) the mobilization of the genius and re­

. sourcefulness of th-e- people, and their proper use in loyal 
Slipport of'the armed irregulars. 

' 
;: 
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Russian guerrilla tactics to an extent more vast and 
successful thim military experts outside of Russia have un­
derstood or conceded, have critICally interfered with the 
enemy's time calculations, have repeatedly cheated his 
multiple penetration tactics of decisive success and have 
prevented his effective organization and exploitation of 
conquered resources. 

In general, although guerrilla warfare has not been 
the primary means of settling great military conflicts, it 

has had an important contributing effect on the final re­
sults of many a major war. The present war is probably 
no exception. Partisan warfare has unlimited possibilities 
and may be conducted on land, in the air, or on the water. 
In fact, some commentators have interpreted the activities 
of the United Nations on 'the water and in the air in the 
southwest Pacific as guerrilla warfare, because the tactics 
so far have often been "hit and run." Such tactics have 
important delaying and harassing effects. 

The Japanese Army 


It has been ,aid that "Once we boasted that our Com-
Illodore Perry (In 1854) broke down the doors of Japan 
and let the West in. Now we ;ee that he succeeded only in 
letting the Japanese out." (Fortune, Feb., 1942.) 

In order to understand the Japanese war mind 'and 
\\ar machine, it i" necessary for us to remember that in 
Japan the civil authorities (including the Diet) have no 
real control over the Army and Navy; that the Minister of 
War and the :\linister of the ;-';avy must be high-ranking 
Army and .'iavy officers on the active list; that the present 
Japanese premier i& a general; that the Army and Navy 
are dominated by officers with a Samurai background, that 
is, they are from families who, during the 200 years prior 
to 1854, fur1tidhed private armies of warriors to the lords 
of the large domains into which the countr,\' was divided. 

ARMY ORGANIZATION 
The War Department of Japan consists of four co­

ordinate agencies, responsible only to the Emperor, which 
are: (1) Ministry of War; (2) General Staff; (3) In­
"pectorate of Military Traimng; (4) Aviation Inspectorate 
General. The Chief of Staff has general direction·of the 
field forces, while the Ministel' of War controls the home 
"dministration, ralses troops, supplies materiel to depots, 
and directs ordnance and other services at home and in the 
neld. 

The various g.rades and the duties of personnel in the 
Japanese Army correspond generally with those of the 
Army of the United States, However, there is no corps 
organization in the Japanese Army. The commander of a 
diviSIOn is a lieutenant general; a major general commands 

The Samurai owed and gave. abSOlute allegiance to , the brigade. The triangular division was tent~tively 
their lords, Later, when Japan built an Army along West­
ern lines, the Samurai carried their Code into the new 
Army, the Emperor replacing the old-time lord as the ob­
ject of the warriors' devotion, The fanatical loyalty to 
the Emperor is. however, not so much a loyalty to what 
the Emperor wdnts or desires himself as it is a loyalty to 
wIJat the military cla.s thinks he ought to want or desire. 

To the great majority of the Japanese, the Emperor 
i, god, and as such he is clothed with supreme power-but 
he is forbidden to use it himself. The Army and ;-';avy are 
the instrnments of god and. as a result, partake of certain 
divine attribute', This is the foundation of Japanese 
morale-inside and outside the Army. 

Thus the head of the Japanese Army is the Emperor. 
However, its backbone is the Japanese peasant soldier who 
averages only 5 feet 3'::' inches in height: He is used to 
hardships and privations and has been indoctrinated witlrr 
the warlike code of the Samurai, which is the Ten Com­
mnndments of the Japanese. The Japanese soldier is tough 
and cunning; he is both :confident and stoical. Usually he 
is well-disciplined, but when he has the upper hand he is 
almost incredibly arrogant and brutal as shown by his 
rapacious conduct in Nanking in 1937. This going berserk, 
which was tolerated by junior officers and overlooked by 
the higher command. is evidence of the Japanese soldier's 
lack of controlling moral principles when he has gained 
physical superiority, and indicates his smallness in other 
respects than his stature. Because of his faults as well 
a. his strength, he must not be underestimated as an enemy. 

, adopted in 1936. and has been used in the Sino-Japanese 
War, 

The independent brigade, of comparatively recent 
origin, consists of two infantry regiments, one cavalry 
regiment, one pack artillery regiment, a company of en­
gineers, and a company that performs,the duties of military 
police and counter-intelligence. This unit is said to be mo­
bile and adaptable tn difficult country and to constitute a 
successful application of the pl'lllciple of flexibility, 

WEAPONS 
The oasIs of employment of infantry is a light machine-

gun squad of ten men, The principal light ma,chine gun is 
the 1922 Nambu, air-cooled and gas-operated, which fires 
0 5-mm rifle ammunition. Bipod legs are fastened near the 
muzzle and fold down along the barrel when not in use. 
The usual heavy machine gun is also 6.5-mm of the Hotch­
kiss type. These guns are used extensively in antiaircraft 
<lefense, and some ire especially equipped for that purpose 
with a mount which permits free traverse. . ' 

The principal rifle i;(the Arisaka, model 1905. This 
is a Mauser type, 5-shot rifle with bolt action. With the 
rifle there is provided a dagger-bayonet, and the Japanese 
soldier usually carries his rifle with bayonet fixed. 

The pi!'l,tol carried is made in two calibers, Officers use 
the 7-mm, with 7-round capacity, and noncommissioned of­
fieers use the 8~DJm, 8-round capacity model. This pistol 
can be dismounted without the use of tools. 

The "heavy" grenade thrower is a sort of trenCh mor­
t>lr, aimed by one man holding it at an angle while another 
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